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expected.  PCOs and MDU owners
need to be prepared for its delivery.  An
IMCC task force will prepare technical
specifications and other standards
manufacturers and providers will need
to consider in the provision of HDTV.
The group includes representatives
from Blonder Tongue, Multicom, Pace
Electronics, Satellite Communication

Services, Microwave Satellite
Technologies, College Cable and Aztec
Television.

3. Testing Standards: Under FCC reg-
ulations, MDU owners are responsible
for the safety of the wiring in their
buildings.  Presently there are no com-
monly accepted standards for the safe-
ty of this plant.  Orrin Charm of
InfinSys brought this issue to the
attention of the industry and is now
preparing materials that IMCC can
submit to the Telecommunications
Industry Association that sets such
standards for manufacturers.

4. Plug and Play: The FCC recently
adopted regulations that set standards
so that television sets will be manufac-
tured with devises that will allow users

to simply plug the set into the fran-
chised cable outlet and play digital
programming without the need for a
set top box.  The DBS platforms were
not included in the discussions leading
the regulations.  IMCC is studying
how these rules will effect PCOs and
MDUs.

5. FCC Declaratory Ruling Letters:
Earlier this year IMCC submitted 4
letters to the FCC seeking Declaratory
Rulings on important questions.
These include, can an MSO that is no
longer providing video service in an
MDU refuse to allow the homerun
wire to be used by a PCO that now has
the contract, or can the MSO say it
"intends" to use the wire for other ser-
vices in the future and prevent use by
competitors?  Second, can an MSO
that is providing video service in an
MDU simply start providing telepho-
ny service through the use of an inter-
connection device from the video lock
box to the telephony MPOE?  Third,
and perhaps most important, do the
FCC MDU Inside Wiring Rules, the
Unit-by-Unit procedures, apply in
states that have mandatory access
statutes? ■

If you would like additional infor-
mation about any of these issues, or
if you would like to get involved,
please contact me via email at
bburhop@IMCC-online.org or call
202-364-0882.

Members of the Independent
M u l t i F a m i l y
Communications Council

(IMCC) have taken on several projects
due to discussions at the 2003
Broadband Properties Summit.  These
are in addition to items the association
is already pursuing.  Here is a brief
report:

1. DBS: The IMCC Executive
Committee is developing a list of key
issues that DBS platform providers,
PCOs and MDUs should consider as
they enter into agreements to provide
digital service to residents. If all parties
seek a mutually beneficial relationship,
consideration of these issues can facili-
tate attainment of this goal.  The issues
include those relevant to all three par-
ties.  Items covered include contract
duration, provision of local CSR and
technical assistance, branding of the
product, responsibility for bad debt
and shrinkage, billing by whom and
for analog and/or digital products, et
cetera.

2. HDTV: High Definition Television
is becoming a product requested by
MDU residents faster than many had

"The IMCC Executive Committee is develop-
ing a list of key issues that DBS platform
providers, PCOs and MDUs should consider
as they enter into agreements to provide dig-
ital service to residents."


