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Among the stars at our Broadband 
Properties Summit will be the 
country’s leading champions for 

broadband. Th ese advocates can articu-
late better than anyone why high band-
width is the key to the future. Here are 
several of those champions, from among 
our more than 60 speakers:

Next Generation Now. Joseph Sav-
age is senior vice president of the FTTH 
Council. He is spearheading his organi-
zation’s drive to get Congress to adopt 
legislation encouraging the deployment 
of next generation networks (NGNs), 
which the Council defi nes as having 
guaranteed speeds of 30 Mbps down-
stream and 5 Mbps upstream. (For a 
learned view that proposes much greater 
bandwidth as the standard, see the story 
on “Ubiquitous Gigabit” in this issue.) 
Savage is chairing a session at our Sum-
mit with a panel of independent telcos. 

Savage notes that not long ago “rural 
properties were viewed as the least at-
tractive for capital investment to provide 
FTTH.” But today Independent Oper-
ating Companies in rural America “are 
stepping up to the FTTH challenge and 
are fi nding exceptional success delivering 
triple play services to their subscribers.” 
Savage’s panel includes companies “that 
have maneuvered through the shoals and 
reefs of modernization and competition” 
and have enlightening stories about how 
they’ve done it.

Bucks for Broadband. Hilda Legg 
is a powerful and independent voice for 
broadband and a friend of the entrepre-
neur. Until earlier this year she headed 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
$6 billion Rural Utilities Services. Legg 
was reared in rural Kentucky where as 
a child she hauled water from the creek 
and later launched a career as a school-
teacher. 

President Bush appointed her to the 
RUS in 2001, and she won the regard 
of both the Senators who confi rmed her 

and the federal employees who heard 
her fervent message that “broadband is a 
critical economic development tool, like 
not having roads in earlier centuries.” In 
one breath she can deliver a tough-mind-
ed policy discourse on how our telecom 
and energy infrastructures are the foun-
dations of national economic growth, 
while in the next speak in heartfelt terms 
about the benefi ts that telemedicine and 
distance learning bring to senior citizens 
needing chronic care and rural Appala-
chian children with limited resources. 

As RUS administrator Legg saw ener-
getic risk-takers striving to take broad-
band to unserved areas. She made it her 
mission to mobilize the bureaucracy on 
their behalf, noting that unlike tradi-
tional RUS borrowers, “these entrepre-
neurs can’t wait for 24 months” for their 
applications to get processed. Legg will 
oversee a session encompassing Financ-
ing, Economic Development, and Rural 
Broadband, off ering her wealth of expe-
rience and expertise in each area. 

Bringing Broadband To All. Rey 
Ramsey is CEO of One Economy Corp. 
Th ousands of families across the country 
living in aff ordable housing now have 
both broadband connections and com-
puter skills thanks to the crusade led by 
Ramsey’s non-profi t organization. His 
program unites property owners, build-
ers, telecommunications companies, 
computer makers – who donate equip-
ment – and social service agencies. In 
addition to helping tenants, the program 
brings additional fees to ISPs and greater 
value to the properties.

See our foldout section in this issue for 
more on the Summit. For complete info 
and to register, go to bbpmag.com

Sign up now, while there is still time.
See you there!

Hear 60+ Speakers and Broadband Experts


