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Amsterdam – The 45-person Amster-
dam City Council has unanimously 
agreed to the first 40,000 home de-
ployment of what could eventually be 
an active FTTH network ten times 
that size in the Dutch capital. The 
cost is $36 million, from the City of 
Amsterdam, ING Group, and five 

housing companies. The European 
Commission still has to approve the 
project; it will be looking at anticom-
petitive issues and unfair government 
subsidies. But this type of deal fits 
well within stated EU policy, several 
observers say.

An experienced Dutch bandwidth 

reseller, bbned (www.bbned.nl), well 
known for handling DSL, will man-
age the system and Cisco Systems is 
in line to build it. The chief band-
width competition in The Nether-
lands comes from cable TV operators, 
although there are several other large-
scale FTTH trials in the country. 

Amsterdam Public-Private                                                                      
Fiber Partnership Approved Locally
BBP Staff Report

Adesta Selected for                      
High-Speed Fiber Net in Vermont
From BBP Wires

Omaha, NE – Adesta LLC, a systems 
integrator and project management 
company, has begun work for Northern 
Enterprises to design and project-manage 
installation of a 400-mile open-access fi-
ber optic network in northern Vermont. 
The network, called North-Link, will 
provide this rural region a backbone for 
high-speed Internet access. North-Link 
is building on existing fiber where avail-
able and financially feasible for the six-
county District of the Economic Devel-
opment Council of Northern Vermont 
(EDCNV), which includes Caledonia, 
Essex, Franklin, Grand Isle, Lamoille, 
and Orleans counties. 

North-Link will be open for leasing 
to all potential providers. These provid-
ers can be existing or new competitive 
local exchange carriers (CLECs) or 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs); busi-
nesses desiring their own internal com-
munications networks; governmental 
agencies (federal, state and local); and 
even existing incumbent carriers and 
cable television companies. End-users, 
it is hoped, will benefit from competi-
tion as competitive carriers and ISPs 
enter the market without the expense of 
building the infrastructure.

North-Link is meant to help stimu-
late business expansion. It will also 

augment security for local law enforce-
ment, rescue, and emergency services 
and homeland security by providing 
state-of-the-art fiber and redundancy. 
Current infrastructure is aged and out-
dated and does not provide redundan-
cy, which causes frequent interruptions 
and outages.

“Building adequate highways was so 
important for economic prosperity in 
the past,” said Connie Stanley-Little, 
Executive Director of Northern Enter-
prises. “The new economic highway is 
fiber optics and we must build it to be 
competitive in the global marketplace.” 
See www.adestagroup.com.

United States Connected                
Communities Association Launches
BBP Staff Report

Las Vegas, NV – Community and 
industry leaders met at the Con-
sumer Electronics Show early this 
month to formally announce for-
mation of the United States Con-

nected Communities Association. 
Said W. James Hettrick, Chair-
man of the USCCA and Director 
of Information Systems for Loma 
Linda, California, “We’ve formed 

the USCCA based on the idea that 
we make cities stronger through 
the use of communications infra-
structure. This means high speed, 
usually fiber optic connectivity for 
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new construction, and astute and 
understandable retrofit, ensuring 
universal and ubiquitous access for 
all citizens.”

The USCCA was formed in 
October by Hettrick and Tom 
Henderson, and has off ices in 
Washington DC. Its goal is to 
have 200+ community and com-
munity IT leaders and 100+ in-
dustry members by the end of 
2006. For further information, 
see www.us-cca.org. The orga-
nization has a board of directors 
with two-year terms, renewable 
twice. An executive board con-
sisting of nine board represen-
tatives, three from communities 
and three from other sectors, and 
two at-large members managed 
by a voting chairperson will gov-
ern the organization. 

Hettrick said, “Communities 
have existed too long without 
referential models that promote 
communications infrastructure 
as a city’s f ifth utility. In the real 
world, organizations use GIS to 
identify where and how to place 
their businesses on street cor-
ners, shopping malls, and other 
places where they’re going to be 
able to do business. We propose 
that communities identify their 

communications assets, so that 
an interested company or corpo-
ration of any size can know they 
have the connectivity they need 
through out the community.”  

“The same modeling helps li-
braries know where to put as-
sets,” Hettrick said. “Schools can 
increase the involvement of their 
students by providing true Web-
focused educational applications. 
Entertainment providers can 
know which systems will sup-
port IPTV, Video-on-Demand, 
and other ‘-casted’ venues. And 
communities can benefit dra-
matically by having a referential 
and highly available infrastruc-
ture for public safety and utility 
use. Public safety off icers can 
f ind data, f ire and emergency 
response personnel can f ind in-
formation they need to do their 
important jobs, and communi-
ties can build online resources 
together. CraigsList and others 
have learned the lessons of com-
munity-based networking, and 
now Comcast, Time Warner, and 
numerous others are starting to 
brand their local, community 
networks with community ap-
plications and advertising. More 
will come.” Hettrick described 

the organization’s mission as:
♦ To envision and deploy com-

munications capabilities to meet 
the future needs of communities 
through the promotion of com-
munications infrastructure as a 
mandated community utility – the 
recognized fifth utility. 

♦ To bring citizens, business, 
and NGOs best of class standard-
ized communications infrastruc-
ture that will meet the needs of 
future generations.

♦ To provide public-private 
partnerships that bring cost-ef-
fective and high value capital and 
communications assets to partici-
pating communities.

♦ To help foster, design, docu-
ment and promulgate residential, 
commercial, and civic communi-
cations infrastructure standards 
and regional classification.

♦ To help foster and educate 
communities regarding business 
models and best practices for Con-
nected Community Members.

♦ To bring together interested 
communities, governmental orga-
nizations, and the ecosystems of 
communications in dialog, educa-
tion, and the advancement of com-
munications technologies for com-
munities.

Cedar Point and Wave7 Optics  
Complete Interoperability Testing 
From BBP Wires

Alpharetta, GA – Cedar Point Com-
munications and Wave7 Optics say 
they have completed interoperability 
testing between Cedar Point’s SAFA-
RI C³ Multimedia Switching System 
and Wave7 Optics’ Trident7 and Last 
Mile Link (LML) systems. The com-
panies tested interoperability against 
both PacketCable and Session Inter-
net Protocol (SIP) standards. This 
will make it easier to deploy VoIP and 

multimedia services in fiber-to-the-
premises (FTTP) networks. 

The companies will partner in sale 
and support of fiber-based end-to-
end Voice over IP solutions. Cedar 
Point sells integrated packet-based 
voice switching technologies for the 
cable MSO industry. Wave7 supplies 
FTTP broadband network equip-
ment for residential and business 
services.

The Wave7 Optics LML offers net-
work operators the ability to deploy a 
single, flexible IP-based optical Ether-
net network for voice, data and video 
(CATV broadcast or IP) over a single 
fiber. The Trident7 fully supports 
EFM, GPON and LML on a “blade 
by blade” basis. Wave7 Optics is based 
in Alpharetta; see www.wave7optics.
com. Cedar Point is in Derry, NH; 
see www.cedarpointcom.com.
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HDNet and World Cyber Games           
Spark New Era of e-Sports Entertainment
From BBP Wires

Dallas, TX and Seoul, Korea – Com-
petitive video gaming, known as “e-
Sports” by its practitioners, is poised 
to become the next spectator sport. 
It debuted on HDNet in December. 
The show featured games for Xbox 
and PCs, but focused on the country’s 
best Halo 2 players as they battled for 
$430,000 in cash prizes and the right 
to represent the United States in Halo 
2 against elite Xbox gamers from 67 
countries in Singapore. 
The 2005 US Final also looked at the 
popular PC game Counter-Strike and 
its unique culture. For sports fans, the 
World Cyber Games US Final will also 
feature the country’s best FIFA soccer 
players. 

“The World Cyber Games has 

helped to pioneer e-Sports, much the 
same way that HDNet has helped to 
pioneer High Definition television,” 
said Hank Jeong, CEO of ICM, the 
global organizers of the World Cyber 
Games. “This ground-breaking show 
signals that the era of e-Sports has fi-
nally arrived in the United States.” 

The mainstream popularity of video 
games has exploded into a $25.5 bil-
lion industry. The World Cyber Games 
is the world’s largest video and com-
puter game tournament, with more 
than 1.25 million participants globally 
battling for $2.5 million in prizes and 
national pride. 

The pairing World Cyber Games 
with HDNet is just the beginning. 
Next-generation video game consoles, 

such as the Xbox 360, will be enabled 
for high-definition play and recent 
studies have shown a spike in view-
ing HD programming by core gamers, 
even as their viewing of traditional TV 
is in decline. 

International Cyber Marketing 
(www.worldcybergames.com) is the 
global organizer of the World Cyber 
Games, now in its fifth official year. 
Co-founded by Mark Cuban, owner 
of the Dallas Mavericks, and General 
Manager Philip Garvin, the HDNet 
networks are available on Adelphia, 
Charter, DirecTV, DISH Network, 
Insight, Mediacom, Time Warner 
Cable and more than 40 NCTC cable 
affiliate companies. For more informa-
tion visit www.hd.net.

MSAPs Rated
From BBP Wires

New York – As we discussed in our October issue, multiservice access platforms (MSAPS) have emerged as the product of 
choice for network operators as they continue to build out their broadband networks. A new report from Heavy Reading 
(www.heavyreading.com) confirms it. 

 MSAPs: A Heavy Reading Competitive Analysis analyzes 44 different MSAP products from 21 vendors in eight product sub-
categories. Products are compared on dozens of criteria, including equipment size and specifications, support for Ethernet 
connectivity, quality of service (QoS) features, and support for legacy services. The report also profiles access strategies for 
eight other equipment vendors, including suppliers of IP DSLAM products. Key findings: 

Most RFPs issued by network operators now specify MSAPs rather than IP DSLAMs. While DSL improvements and 
Ethernet aggregation features are being completed, the big thrusts in IP DSLAM product development are to turn those 
products into multiservice platforms. This includes adding VoIP, legacy voice and data service handling, and FTTx OLTs 
to the basic DSLAM functions. 

American CLECs are likely to increase their deployment of MSAPs in the wake of FCC rule changes. As a result of the 
December 2004 FCC decision to end the UNE-P (unbundled network element – platform) rules, CLECs using UNE-P 
will have to renegotiate rates with incumbents after March 2006, or find an alternative solution. The most likely outcome 
is that CLECs will become facilities-based service providers and use the UNE-L rules. This will favor the deployment of 
MSAPs by CLECs, as they will need to offer a bundle of services, including voice and video, to compete with the ILECs. 

UTStarcom’s iAN-8000 was the top scorer among central-office MSAPs. Alcatel’s 7302 ISAM finished a close second 
to UTStarcom, followed by ZTE’s ZXDSL 9800, Alcatel’s 1640 Litespan, and Iskratel’s SI 2000 MSAN. For additional 
information, contact Dave Williams at dave.williams@heavyreading.com 
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Cambridge, UK – InfiNet Wireless says the company has selected the picoChip software upgradeable WiMAX solution 
for 802.16d and 802.16e WiMAX system designs. InfiNet, which sells broadband wireless access equipment in Russia and 
Eastern Europe, has supplied pre-WiMAX gear for more than 300 carrier-class wireless networks throughout the world. 

The firm is based in Russia and was spun out from the integration business of CompTek International in 2003. The com-
pany was responsible for rolling out the first wireless municipal-area network in Russia in 1995.

Robert Stubblebine, CEO of InfiNet Wireless, said, “picoChip currently has the only technology that will allow us to 
install a WiMAX 802.16d base station with the ability to upgrade to 802.16e. We also plan to use their solution for so-
phisticated client-side installations, benefiting from the flexibility and performance.” 

Intel Capital Europe has invested in both firms. WiMAX systems using picoChip are available from Airspan, Intel, Erics-
son, Nortel, Marconi and a number of other manufacturers. PicoChip, located in Bath, England, is at www.picochip.com.  
InfiNet Wireless is based in Moscow; see www.InfiNetWireless.com.

Blonder Tongue Finalizes                          
National City Business Credit Refinancing

OLD BRIDGE, NJ – Blonder Tongue Laboratories has completed its previously announced $13.5 million refinancing 
with National City Business Credit to restructure its existing indebtedness with Commerce Bank.    Blonder Tongue de-
signs and manufacturers a comprehensive line of broadband systems equipment. It also provides engineering services for 
voice, video and data service providers. See www.blondertongue.com. 

ECI Telecom to Expand Beijing Subway’s 
Communications Net for 2008 Olympics
PETAH TIKVA, ISRAEL – ECI is supplying the Beijing subway with optical transmission to expand its network capabil-
ities for video monitoring, surveillance and safety in the subway system. ECI’s XDM Multi-Service Provisioning Platform 
will expand the network to handle the expected surge in traffic during the Olympics, when millions of passengers daily 

Pace’s DV315 eMTA 
Awarded CableLabs’ Certifications 
From BBP Wires
Boca Raton, FL – Digital set-top box provider Pace Micro Technology says its DV315, a wideband voice Embedded Mul-
timedia Terminal Adapter (eMTA), has been awarded PacketCable 1.0, DOCSIS 2.0, and DOCSIS 1.1 certification by 
CableLabs in its certification wave 38. 

Announced earlier this year, Pace’s DV315 eMTA was designed for Voice over IP high-bandwidth capacity. It supports a 
wide variety of voice codecs for maximum operator flexibility.

InfiNet Wireless Announces 
802.16d/802.16e WiMAX Design Win with picoChip
From BBP Wires

From BBP Wires

From BBP Wires
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will use the system. It includes 47 stations and covers 100 km.

ECI’s XDM supports video applications over Ethernet. Additionally, ECI’s net-
work management system, LightSoft, has the flexibility to control video traffic 
from hundreds of monitoring cameras.

World Wide Packets Adds 
MDU Equipment to LightningEdge Family

Spokane Valley, WA – World Wide Packets has a new addition to the LightningEdge 
Carrier Ethernet product family, the LE-135, for Multi-Tenant and Multi-Dwelling 
Unit structures and mixed-use markets. It’s meant for installation in central wiring 
closets.

Its dual module design offers increased flexibility by allowing optimal central config-
uration of the units, enabling the reuse of existing wiring solutions for analog phone, 
voice, video and data in MTU/MDU applications. Field-replaceable components 
give greater system flexibility, reliability and lower operational cost.  For triple play 
MDU Service LE-135 provides inquisitive leave and VoIP POTS residential service.  
The flexibility of the different port module combinations keeps services in one box. 
(Advanced switching features such as inquisitive leave enable multiple video set-top 
boxes off a single 10/100Mbps port, reducing network traffic resulting in lower in-
frastructure costs.)

The LE-135 has a multiple port module for VoIP and regular switched telephone 
service through a centralized location.  As VoIP architecture is highly variable, with 
next-generation component designs coming into fiber networks, the POTS module 
is highly configurable. The modular design permits service providers to plug a second 
POTS module into a single LE-135 port, automatically activating MTU services and 
reducing the provider’s inventory costs. 

LE -135 enables Q-in-Q tagging for Transparent LAN Services (TLS) for retail and 
remote office interconnections. It allows easier definition of Ethernet Service De-
marcation, as all the ports are dual speed, either10/100 Mbps or 100 Mbps/GigE. 
This allows delivery of 100 Mbps or GigE drops to the subscriber over either fiber 
(SFP) or copper. The port configuration also offers protected (redundant) gigabit up-
links. Low-cost GigE Ring Architecture with customer demarcation at 100 Mbps or 
GigE over fiber and/or copper with SONET-like resiliency and stability is provided 
by World Wide Packets’ carrier Rapid Spanning Tree Protocol (RSTP) and Rapid 
Spanning Tree Domains (RSTPD). See  www.worldwidepackets.com for details.  

Large WiMAX Project for Finland

Tel Aviv, Israel – Alvarion says two operators of the Finnet Group in Finland have 
started deployment of a WiMAX network using Alvarion’s BreezeMAX 3500, sup-
plied by a local distributor, Daimler Finland. The network, offering broadband data 
services, will serve both residents and tourists in the Saimaa Lake District of southeast 
Finland.

As part of the government’s commitment to ‘universal broadband’, up to 29 percent 

From BBP Wires

From BBP Wires
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of funding for the network, known as the eSavo Project, is derived from the various municipalities in the region and the Euro-
pean Union. The Finnet Group consists of 37 telephone operating companies and focuses primarily on local telecommunications 
services. 

 “Our overall target is to increase the broadband service coverage of households and businesses in the South Savo region from its 
current level of 70 percent to 96 percent, and the eSavo Project is a key part of that effort,” said Ari Pussinen, Planning Manager 
of Savonlinnan Puhelin (SPY), one of the Finnet operators. 

BreezeMAX is Alvarion’s WiMAX platform. It uses OFDM technology for advanced non-line-of-sight functionality with good 
bandwidth and quality of service to enable carriers to offer triple play broadband services to thousands of subscribers from a single 
base station. There are now about ten BreezeMAX deployments using the Intel PRO/Wireless 5116 WiMAX chip, which became 
available last fall. There are another 130 deployments using older technology. See www.alvarion.com.

Empirix’s Hammer XMS VoIP Monitor Lauded by Frost & Sullivan 

BEDFORD, MA – Empirix a provider of testing and monitoring solutions for VoIP, contact center and Web technologies, was 
named 2006 VoIP Product of the Year by research firm Frost & Sullivan. Empirix Hammer XMS is a carrier-class monitoring and 
analysis solution that VoIP service providers use to assure service quality.

It evaluates live network traffic with patent-pending signaling analysis, high-performance probes and a highly scalable architecture 
enable VoIP service providers to quickly identify and troubleshoot problems and efficiently monitor VoIP service.  

“Hammer XMS has enabled Empirix to successfully become one of the leaders in VoIP monitoring for top-tier telecommunications 
companies and cable operators such as Cox Communications,” said Frost & Sullivan Analyst Olga Yashkova. “In 2005, Hammer 
XMS generated ten times the bookings it provided in 2004, which is indicative of the product’s strong acceptance in the market.” 
For copies of the latest Frost & Sullivan analysis and more information on Empirix, visit www.empirix.com/fs2006.
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