
subject to the Open Meet-
ings Law and specifies a 
timetable for ensuring all 
such meetings are broad-
cast on the Internet.  By 
July 1, the meetings must 
actually be broadcast on 
the Internet.

“This is a big step in 
New York,” says Maione. “We’re go-
ing to work with the agencies to iden-
tify the meetings and also the time-
table and how we’re going to carry it 
out. It’s going to take some time to 
get it together, but once it does it’ll be 
good for the public.”

For companies in the business of 
webcasting, the order is a vindication 
of their efforts.  “It’s a great thing 

to see,” says Tom Spengler, CEO of 
Granicus (www.granicus.com). “It’s 
the first time that I’ve seen nation-
wide where the executive office said, 
‘Hey, we’re going to make it a prior-
ity to make all of our meetings avail-
able to the public through streaming 
audio and video.’ This is what we’ve 
been pushing for for years, so it’s re-
ally nice to see the leadership at the 
state level make this big a step for-
ward.”

Spengler says that legislation re-
quiring Internet broadcasts of pub-
lic meetings has been proposed in 
several other states but has not suc-
ceeded. “In California, probably 

about two years ago, there was a bill 
but it never got out of committee,” he 
adds. Granicus already provides the 
technology for more than 100 local 
governments in California to stream 
their public meetings via Internet, 
and Spengler anticipates statewide 
legislation to be enacted in the next 
few years. 

While Spitzer’s order is limited to 

state agencies, it may have a trickle-
down effect to New York’s city and 
county governments, spurring them 
to adopt streaming technologies. And 
it also holds the promise of influenc-
ing governments beyond the state’s 
borders. “As an attorney general, 
Eliot did a lot of things that provid-
ed resources and expertise to other 
states, so I’m sure that states will take 
a look at this and consider it for their 
own communities,” says Maione. 

Geoff Daily is the assistant editor of 
Killer App. He can be reached at geoffd@
killerapp.com.

On January 1st, his first day 
as governor, New York’s 

Eliot Spitzer issued an executive or-
der promoting webcasts of state pub-
lic meetings.

“In the order, it says that public 
businesses should be performed in 
an open, public manner,” says Brad 
Maione, Spitzer’s spokesperson. 

“Governor Spitzer 
has stressed since 
the beginning of 
the administra-
tion that transpar-
ency and public 
accountability are 
very important, 
and this dovetails 
nicely with that.”

The order is an 
extension of New 
York’s Open Meet-
ings Law, enacted 
in the mid-1970s 
to ensure public 
access to public 
meetings. The law 

calls for public business to “be per-
formed in an open and public man-
ner” and says citizens should be “able 
to observe the performance of public 
officials and attend and listen to the 
deliberations and decisions that go 
into the making of public policy.”

Governor Spitzer’s order extends 
the Open Meetings Law through the 
use of broadband. In it, he spells out 
a plan for implementing this tech-
nology across all state agencies. By 
March 1 of this year, every agency 
and public authority must submit to 
the Secretary to the Governor a plan 
that identifies all meetings that are 
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streaming new York: governor
spitzer orders weBCasts of
puBliC meetings      
By Geoff Daily

By this summer, New Yorkers with broadband con-
nections will be able to watch state public meetings in 
real time over the Internet.
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