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need to connect separate build-
ings on an office or academic 
campus? The European way 
is to use blown fiber. This 

trick is also used in the US, but not as 
widely. Last year, for instance, Emtelle 
blown fiber technology was used to tie 
various buildings together on the cam-
pus of heavy equipment manufacturer 
LeTourneau, a subsidiary of Roan Com-
panies, Inc. The contractor was Nantze, 
Inc., based in Texarkana, Texas. 

The project − which began in De-
cember 2005 and was completed in 
early March 2006 − called for the in-
stallation of a new fiber backbone at 
LeTourneau’s 100-acre manufacturing 
plant in Longview, Texas. The blown 
fiber network extends from a data 
center to various buildings within 
the complex. LeTourneau chose fi-
ber because it wanted a communica-
tions system that not only met current 
needs, but could also keep up with 
ever-changing technologies as well as 
its own burgeoning requirements. 

easy-to-Use equipment
Installation involved use of lightweight 
equipment that requires only a gentle 
learning curve. As a result, labor costs 
were reduced − a significant benefit that 
was complemented by the relative speed 
and simplicity of the process. A 7-way 
10 mm direct-bury cable was pulled to 
other tube bundle configurations, as 
determined by the requirements of indi-
vidual buildings.

If the new infrastructure ever needs 
upgrading, either to extend the network’s 
physical reach or to accommodate more 

bandwidth, the necessary changes can 
be made simply by blowing in new fi-
ber. Because fiber can be added so easily, 
LeTourneau did not have to use redun-
dant fiber at the outset, and was able to 
reduce its initial costs.

Emtelle ducts, drops, junctions and 
related products were used exclusively 
in the build – an attraction for LeTour-
neau since, no matter the issue, it would 
know exactly where to go to get neces-
sary equipment and guidance. 

In addition, using a single vendor 
gave the contractor confidence that ev-
erything would integrate seamlessly − a 
serious concern in the US, where blown 
fiber builds are not widely used. Other 
vendors in the field offer the same ap-

proach. LeTourneau officials confirm 
that the installation has been working 
perfectly from day one.

For more information see www.em-
telle.com, Emtelle’s FTTx page at www.
fibre-to-the-home.com and contact infor-
mation for all blown fiber vendors at www.
broadbandproperties.com/2007issues/
march07issues/emtelle_mar.pdf. BBP

About the Author
Tibor F. T. van Melsem Kocsis is Glob-

al Commercial Director for Emtelle. Since 
April 2006 he has been a board member 
of the European FTTH Council. He can 
be contacted at +44 1450 364 000 or at 
TiborM@emtelle.com.
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