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ur Summits always bring you

fresh names with new ideas —

and our upcoming April 28-30
event will be our strongest event ever.

Among our colorful keynoters at
Summit 2008 will be Timothy Nulty, the
man who’s been the strategist and driving
force behind one of the most instructive
deployments to date — the municipal
fiber network in Burlington, Vermont.
(See our story “Burlington Telecom
Profits From Fiber,” on page 76.) As we
went to press, he announced that he’s
moving on to ValleyNet, based in White
River Junction, Vermont.

The Burlington project may ultimately
provide an extra $15 million per year
in income for this city of 39,000. Nulty
came to Burlington with experience that
experts agree was “perfect for the job.” In
fact, you'd have good reason to attend the
Summit if he were the only attraction,
rather than just one of some 60 speakers
we will have on the agenda. Nulty has
been a successful telecom entrepreneur
and venture capitalist, which left him
well off enough to leave work behind
forever. He found the motivation to lead
the Burlington project in his attachment
to the community, and in his conviction
that a fiber network will be crucial to
Burlington’s growth and economic health.
Nulty grasps the need for an infrastructure
that has the “spectacular capacity” of fiber
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pointing out that hes expressing an
“actual mathematical ratio.”

I'd add that this is also a good way
of comparing a Tim Nulty keynote with
your standard slide presentation. As Nulty
points out, the Jesuits who trained him
in speaking as a youth — he comes from
an Irish family of cops and firefighters
— were demanding taskmasters who
instilled a discipline of “knowing what
youre talking about” Beyond that,
Nulty’s education includes a Ph.D. in
economics from Cambridge University.
He also served as chief economist for both
the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee
and the House Energy and Commerce
Committee, and was a senior project
manager at the World Bank. There is
plenty more in Nulty’s background, and
we'll be telling you about it and about the
Summit in the months ahead. I also need
to add that Nulty has kept a low profile
up to now while launching the Burlington
project in shirtsleeve mode. By April, he'll
be ready to talk about it, and about his
new job.

For other insights on what to expect in
Dallas in April, check out our coverage of
our September 2007 Summit in this issue.
Our packed sessions and teeming exhibit
hall illustrate why our events have earned
a reputation for providing top-notch con-

tent plus superb business networking,.
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agenda. Comparing fiber to legacy
systems is “like the difference between a
rowboat with an outboard motor and a

50,000-ton container ship,” says Nulty,
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